
 

  

                         Public Information Office: (512) 974-5017                       715 E. 8
th
 St. Austin, Texas 78701 

www.ci.austin.tx.us/police 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE     
May 4, 2009 
Contact: Public Information Office, 974-5017  
   

Burglary of residences, businesses, vehicles on the rise 
 

The Austin Police Department has seen an increase in burglary of residences, 
businesses and vehicles since the beginning of the year and the numbers continue 
to rise.  APD is asking residents and businesses to be more persistent in securing 
their homes, vehicles and businesses. 

 
Below are some preventive measures that can be taken to lessen the risk of 
becoming a victim of burglary. 
 

At home  
� Secure your garage doors at all times. 
� Make your home looked “lived-in” by using timers on lights, radios and 

TVs. 
� Keep all doors and windows closed and securely fastened when you 

are not home and lock your doors even if you are home. 
� Secure sliding glass doors with a rod or piece of plywood in the track 

and install vertical bolts. 
� Keep the perimeter of your home well lit. 
� Never leave clues indicating that you are away on a trip. 
� Keep some shades and blinds up and curtains open to maintain a 

normal, everyday appearance in your residence. 
� Never leave a message on the answering machine that you are away 

from home. 
� Keep shrubbery trimmed away from entrances and walkways. 
� Organize a community watch program to protect your neighborhood. 

 
In vehicles 

� Lock your vehicle doors even when you are driving. 
� Lock Your Car – don’t make it easier for thieves to enter your vehicle. 
� Park in well-lit areas – Over half of all vehicle theft occurs at night. 
� Don’t leave valuables in plain view. 

 
Businesses 

� Install a monitored security alarm and surveillance cameras. 
� Install sufficient outdoor lighting. 
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� Make sure all outside entrances and inside security doors have 
deadbolt locks. 

� All outside or security doors should be metal-lined and secured with 
metal security crossbars. Pin all exposed hinges to prevent removal. 

� Windows should have secure locks and burglar-resistant glass. 
� Remove all expensive items from window displays at night and make 

sure you can see easily into your business after closing. 
� Light the inside and outside of your business, especially around doors, 

windows, skylights, or other entry points. 
� Check the parking lot for good lighting and unobstructed views. 
� Keep your cash register in plain view from the outside of your 

business, so it can be monitored by police during the day or at night.  
Leave it open and empty after closing. 

� Be sure your safe is fireproof and securely anchored and kept in plain 
view.  Leave it open when it’s empty; use it to lock up valuables when 
you close. Remember to change the combination when an employee 
who has had access to it leaves your business. 

 
The Austin Police Department provides free security surveys for both homes and 
businesses.  Contact the Public Information Office at 974-5017 or by email at 
apd3@ci.austin.tx.us and you will be forwarded to the District Representative Unit 
for your geographical area. 
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